
Dear Students, Parents, and Guardians, 

 

I hope that you and your families are doing well during this school closure.  As you have no doubt already heard, our district will 

resume instructional activities over the next two weeks.  I am writing to inform you of our current plans for US History II.  

Please be sure to review all of these instructions with anyone who plans to be involved in this distance learning experience. 

Firstly, our district asks everyone to remain flexible, as expectations and directives have been subject to change quite frequently.  

I pledge to do what I can to make the next few weeks of instruction as simple as I can while still engaging our curriculum, and I 

thank you in advance for working with me.   

Our current model expects students to complete two “classes” each week, with each class or assignment lasting approximately 

forty-five minutes.  My classes will mostly consist of narrated videos that review our course content.  While I have labored to 

keep their running time under the forty-five minute limit, this proved a little difficult, especially at first as I learned how to 

incorporate pre-published media into my classes.  I apologize that my production quality may be less than perfect, but it does 

improve as the course progresses. 

As you will be working at your own pace through my material, please adjust each of my programmed “weeks” as necessary to fit 

your schedule.  Remember, the district does not expect you to do more than 90 minutes for each course each week.  I anticipate 

that some of you will prove willing and able to advance at a faster pace than others, however, so please do.  Should our district 

resume normal in-person instruction prior to the end of the year, I will honor all of the assignments you completed in advance.   

Incidentally, I have also completed extra instructional videos for those who still wish to finish the curriculum for the year, but 

you should feel no pressure to do so.  They are offered for enrichment purposes only and do not have any accompanying 

assignments.  Please also feel free to continue reading your textbook to enhance your education. 

Should any of you require technical assistance or equipment, please refer to the helpful links at the top of my Canvas page or 

contact the district directly through its web portal.  Our district has not offered any guidance as of yet for how we shall collect 

loaned materials, especially textbooks, but I will communicate those instructions as soon as possible. 

Now, to the details of our class.  The district still expects us to grade your efforts for this marking period.  When you open the 

course, you will notice that there are two unit assessments, four chapter quizzes, and six classwork assignments for this course.  

In my effort to remain as flexible as possible, I am only requiring students to complete the two assessments and their choice of 

three quizzes and four classwork assignments.  The quiz and classwork assignments you elect not to complete will simply be 

excused in the gradebook at the end of the marking period and will not affect your final average. 

Some of you have been communicating to me that you have been completing the section review questions as originally 

requested prior to our school closure.  Any of those questions already completed may be submitted for credit in lieu of the 

alternative classwork assignments that I have created.  Further instructions on that topic appear on my Canvas page. 

Our high school has decided that all social studies teachers will be available for Academic Support from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 

p.m., Monday to Friday, excluding holidays.  Given the nature of our course and my commitment to giving you the freedom to 

work through the material at your own pace, I believe that I will be able to handle any questions or concerns via e-mail.  I will be 

available to answer e-mail during my assigned hour but will also be checking my e-mail periodically throughout the day, so 

please contact me at any time.  I will consider offering live, video-conferencing office hours via ZOOM if necessary. 

In closing, allow me to encourage each of you to do your best.  We are living history at this very moment, and you will no doubt 

have much to tell your descendants on some far distant day.  In a way, this experience may prove to be your generation’s Great 

Crash, Pearl Harbor, Moon Landing, or 9/11.  Reflect on how we respond and recover from this event may be a defining moment 

in our country’s history. 

Good luck, be safe, and do well! 


